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T H E  K O R E A N  ViAR 

Peking's conuiect on the  war, which has sharply cieciined i n  volume from the  
r e l a t ive ly  high leve ls  of the past  few weeks and is now a t  its lowest point  
s ince the  s t a r t  of t he  t ruce sessions on 26 April, i n  la rge  measure r e f r a ins  
from emphasizing aqr  p a r t t c d a r  aspect of the  present negotiations, 
folloiving elements characterize present propaganda : 

Conmumist propaganda avoids comment on the  l a t e s t  American 
offer ,  and tlie s t r e s s  upon the v i r tues  of the Communist's 
8-po-ht proposal of '1 May which hfghlightad comment during 
tne lirst xeek of t h i s  SURVEY period has now been con- 
sidercbly r2duced. 

The objections of the South Korean Government t o  the  Ameri- 
can proposal a r e  not  mentioned, although South Korea's viola- 
t i on  of t he  secrecy of the  t ruce sessions comes i n  f o r  brief 
cr i t ic ism,  

The 

1, 

2, 

3, Although there  i s  no denunciation of the  new Americen pro- 
posal, PekiCz conunents on the confl ic t tng pressures t o  
which the lJoSo Cbverrmant is being subjected from i ts  
a l l i e s ,  and from cer ta in  Itbellicose elements" led  by Taft, 
I[nowland., and NcCarthy, 

The only mens'aable a t roc i ty  comment copcerns the  American 
bombing of Noi-th Korean ciamu and i r r iga t ion  f z c i l i t i e s ,  
which is  termed an a t roc i ty  and a crude at%empt t o  exert 
p=.essure on tlie t ruce talks, 

4. 

I 

.Lekina Nc&s. -&gresLrsLAcfectlllrZ h e r i c p ~ , , T ~ g c e  F J y j ~ :  Fo:r,tJie first 
time s ince  the Tres s i t  t ruce  t a l k s  b e e n  of1 .2rAprKi., CLinesedpropaganda 
has cll but e l imhated  i.ts hammering denimciation of America&' attempts t o  
detain ozismers 2orcibl.y an6 i ts  concomi. lan-t stress on the  superior i ty  
and s tnce r i ty  of tnz  Conim!mls+; proposals, 
bare annoixr,ceuent, i;hst a nea American proposal has been advanced and 
t h a t  t he  secret t ruce sessions w e  now i n  recesso 
the  South Koresn objectS.ons t o  the Unerican proposal, but  South Kol-eals 
v io la  tS.on of !in.siJecif ied secrecy provisions is attac::ed. Peking's fa i lure  
t o  provide def ip i te  comment m@y r e f l e c t  uncertainty over the f u t u r e  course 
of events and a hesitancy to creat.e the hp res s ion  t h a t  the  Rhee Govern; 
ment, 'long-deSined a s  .the lackey of the United States ,  i s  capable.of dis-  
sension. 

Pelsing limits i t s e l f  t o  the  

No mention is mcde of 

' . 

However, Peking reports  the  diverse pressures act ing upon the  United Sta tes ,  
any one of vhich coLd a t  any tjme gain ascendancy, and zotes, on the one 
hand, those llbellicose e3.emen-t~~~ i n  the Vnited States ,  l ed  by Toft, Know- 
land, and McCarthy, who a re  in t en t  on continuing the  war, 
dividucls a r e  i ienz i f ied  as pa r t  of the US, ru l ing  circles ,  Peking does 
not define the i r  views as necessarily re f lec t ing  f i n a l  U.S. policy, On 
the  other hand, Peking publicizes the various expressions of a l l i e d  and 
neut ra l  support fo r  a Korea  settlement, and PEOPLE'S DAILY i den t i f i e s  
t he  reconsidered Apmricai posit ion a s  a re f lec t ion  of successful pressure 
f r o m  t h i s  l a t t e r  bloc of opinion, 

While these in- 

v , . 



co-AL 

- A 2 0  

FA3 W T  SURVEY 
4 JUNE 1953 

Communist comment on the  negotiations pr ior  to the  presentation of the new 
American plan a t  the 25 May t ruce meeting was marked by heavy volume and 
on intrcnsigent insis tence t h a t  the Auerican stand entailed the  forc ib le  
detenticn of prisonel sy while the Communist plan was the only reasonable 
and acceptable scluLion, Old and horrendous accounts of US. mistreatment 
of the Communist prisoners, par-Licularly during the ttscreeningtt operation, 
were revived br ief ly ,  apparently to but t ress  Communist denunciation of t h e  
American position. 

Y-- PEOPLE'S DAILY S i l e n t  on C s x i s t  Truce Position: A widely publicized 
PM)PLLE'S DAILY ed i to r i a l  of 31May eneorsing PRAVDAIs 2.4 May comment on 
internat ional  p;-oblems sheds no l i g h t  on the Communist posit ion i n  the  
curi-ent negotiations. The dai ly  praises the peaceful Soviet policy, os 
enunciated i n  the PRAVDA piece, but provides no posi t ive indication Of 
Communist intentions with regard t o  the  new American proposal, 
t o r i a l  does, however, present a more up-to-dete account of the  Korean t ruce 
developments and perhaps r e f l ec t s  greater  Chiziese acceptance of the  bene- 
f i ts  of a Korean peace by quoting Churchill 's remarks t h a t  world prosperi ty  
and securi ty  w u l d  be advsuced by a Korean settlement, an al lusion PRAVDA 
f a i l ed  t o  repeat, 
the FRAVDA editorial, and wen% t o  great  lengths to document the record of 
Soviet  concern f o r  Ito:*ea since the end of the second V;orld \'Jar- 

The edi- 

Pyongyang's IvIINJU CHOSUN on 27 May lilielvise endorsed 

-- Communists - Concerned _byJ&t-tac_ko on I r r igg t ion  Fac i l i t i e s  : 
Pyongyrng commem, on alleged Americad bufnbing at tacks against North Korean 
dams and i r r iga t ion  f a c i l i t i e s  eccounts fw  the l a rges t  segment of atro- 
c i t y  material, which as 8 whole is a% a low levels  Both transmitters a r e  
loud i n  t h e i r  denimciaticn of the  bombing as a ttcrimetl ond on t latrocity,t t  
and famil iar  claims are  made t h a t  the raidsp which provide further proof 
of !Ithe impotence of the h e r h a n  A i r  Force as a milita;.y weapop i n  Korea,It 
were designad to exert  crude prssscre on the t ruce t.alks and ofi the  c iv i l -  
ian Fopula-Lion, l?yongyang reports increased popiilar resentmdt  a t  these 
American a t roc i t i e s  and reviews the  f a i l u r e  of previous U.S. e f fo r t s  to  
intimidate the Korean people. 

Peking and 

Peking's reactiong which thou.gh of br ie far  drirotion is  of greater intensi ty ,  
compsres the bombing with the waging of germ warfare, identifying it as  a 
Itterror aeapo.? aimed at rvvlping out by starvat:.on or by drowning huge sectors  
of the c iv i l ian  popm1ationtlt 
objective may be +.he giant  Suiho Dam on the Yalu, and warns t h a t  destruc- 
t i on  of t h i s  dam would invalve Vhina and Korea equallytt and wovld consti- 
t u t e  more tban D siiiple bonbing raid. Chinese aomment a t  the  time of t he  
1952 raids  on the  Yalu power plants did not stress the f a c t  t h a t  these 
plants a lso  serviced Manchurian industry. 

Further evidence of the apparent concern over these raids  seems indicated 
i n  the Soviet-sponeore? resolution a t  the recent Geneva Red Cross meeting 
cal l ing for immediats suspension of mil i tary operations fo r  an agreed period 
to allow armistice negotiations t o  proqeed i n  more propitious circumstances. 
TASS specif ical ly  ident i f ies  the cessation of bombing raids  on North Korea 
as an in tegra l  pa r t  of t h i s  resolution, The significance of t h i s  resolu-bion, 

, , 

Peking also exhibi-ts concern t h q t  the  next 
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17hile perhaps largely related to the  effectiveness of American raids, may 
also m:yk a renewal of -&e Soviet bid for an immediate cease-fire, with 
agreement on the POW question to follow later. Support fo r  this solution, 
which ir.ciuded indefinite suspension of hostilities and establishment of 
an 1l-ncmki8 commission, 'vias dropped following the ap?earmce of the 
Ckou-Kim s'iatcmcnts at the end of hiarch establishing the basis for re- 
sumption of the truce talks, 

" .. 
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$)&,.Korea _D_em_clnes llDe;d.-giXe &&ce.!€?n-.&t&V,%rnea : 
spread a t ten t ion  t o  the flserious s i tuat ion" resul t ing from South Korean 

Pusan devotes viide- 

dhagreement with t h e  terms of the  25 May AEertcan t b e  plan, arid. re- 
ports  f u l l y  .the various meetings, resohitior.8 and ai:rxmw:cmentS concern- 
ing the  probiem. The chief South Korear; complaint, according to Pnsan 
broadcasts, lies i n  the f a c t  t h a t  t5e ?J.S, proposal p r a c t i c W y  accepts 
a l l  the  Communist 6er;ia!ids, which makes the prospect for the  conclusion 
of an arr~is.ticL.--a!..one l i nes  desked  by Communists--better than q t  any 
otCer t ine.  Pusail does not, however, present any decini te  a l te rna t ive  
of i ts  om. 

ForeiLn hiinistzr won however is quoted to the effect; t ha t  "without the 
with?rawaJ. or" the Chinese Communfst foTces from Korea there  can be 
nei tber  armistice nor peace,lI an6 the previous Covcmrnent o f f e r  of c i t i -  
zenship t o  Korean prrsomrs r e f u s i n z  repatr ia t ion is now expanded t o  in- 
d u d e  the prcmise of lard and technical training. 
concerning unification as a prerequlsife f o r  a t ruce settl-ement. 

I 
L i t t l e  has been said 

,e- 

Pusan also r e f l ec t s  I.:orean concern oveT its ro l e  i n  the negotiations and 
voices t?.e princip:.e t h&t  l'no matter how small. a nation Ts, it chould 
have a Iecis ive voice i n  matters of v i t a l  interest,Il Similar South 
Korean concerti was expressed a t  the  time of the resumption of negotia- 
t ions i:) A p 5 l .  d 

.*I' .' I 

A 

' I  
! 

I 

a i  

1 
I 

I 

_ _  . . _ _  ._ . ._ . 

. .. .. / 

_ .  .. 


